
 

 
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque 
Wednesday, May 2nd, 2007 

 

4:00p.m. – 6:00 p.m. State Leadership Meeting -  Hyatt Regency 

3:30p.m. - 7:30 p.m. – Registration/Packet Pick-up 

Thursday, May 3rd, 2007 
7:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m. 

Registration - Pavilion Landing 

7:00-8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast – Pavilion Court 
 

7:00 a.m.-9:00 
p.m.  

Exhibits – Pavilion Court 

8:30-8:45 a.m. 
8:45 –9:45 a.m. 

Pavilion IV-VI 
Introduction and Welcome  

Anna Lou Pickett 
ÒTo Step Into the Future We Must Understand Lessons From the PastÓ 

 
     

9:45-10:00 a.m. Break 

Thursday 
10:00-11:30 
a.m. 

Session 1: Pavilion II & III Room 
Peggy Hayden and Ann Marie Dubuque 
“State Supports for the Effective Use of 

Teacher Assistants” 
 

Session 2: Pavilion I Room 
Kent Gerlach 

“Clarifying the Roles of Paraeducators and Their 
Supervisors: It’s All About Ethics and 

Professional Guidelines” 
 Session 3: Enchantment A Room 

Kathy Muth and Giovanni Chiarelli 
“Communication and Teaming Building: 

Interactive and Problem Solving Skills for 
Partners in Learning” 

Session 4:  Enchantment B Room 
Peggy L. Akerman 

“A Study of Work Satisfaction of Special 
Education Paraprofessionals” 

 
 Session 5: Enchantment E Room 

Cathy D. Gangstad 
“Understanding the Reading Brain: Helping 

Students Become Fluent Readers” 

Session 6: Enchantment F Room 
Carol Long and Suzanne Koprowski 

“Portfolio Development for Paraeducators” 
 

 Session 7: Pavilion V Room 
Deb Andrews 

“The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of 
Adolescence:  Strategies for Addressing 

Session 8: Enchantment C & D Room 
Ginny Eggen 

“Writing Strategies That Work” 
 

26th National Conference for Paraprofessionals  
Schedule 



 

Teenage Behavior” 

 
11:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. 

 
LUNCH (On Your Own) 

 
 
 

1:00-2:30 p.m. Session 9 Pavilion I Room 
Terri Emberling and Susan Kay 

“A Generation in Crisis: What Everyone Who 
Works With Children Needs to Know About 

Kids’ Brains in Today’s World” 
(Continuation Session 19) 

Session 10: Enchantment A Room 
Sharon Nelson 

“Expanding Roles: Paraeducators Providing 
Health Care to Students in Elementary Schools” 

 

 Session 11: Pavilion IV Room 
Jane Robb Linse 

“Washington State’s Model for Training 
Paraeducators” 

Session 12: Pavilion V Room 
Christy Ullery 

“Teamwork: Tools for Creating an Effective 
Team” 

 Session 13: Enchantment E Room 
Thalia Moshoyannis 

“The Holland Self-Directed Search: An 
Interest Inventory” 
(Repeat Session 45) 

Session 14: Enchantment B Room 
Tamara Sniad and Jennifer Arnold 

“English Language Learning: Activities, 
Techniques, and Ideas” 

 
 Session 15: Enchantment F Room 

Bryce Day 
“Structured Training and Mentoring for 

Paraeducators” 

Session 16: Enchantment C & D Room 
Kathy Sweezey 

“Preparing Teachers to Work Effectively With 
Paraeducators” 

 
2:30-3:00 p.m. 

 
Break 

 
3:00-4:30 p.m. Session 17: Enchantment C & D Room 

Susan Branon and Melanie Crider 
“Paraprofessionals Learning to Teach and 

Teaching to Learn” 

Session 18:  Enchantment E Room 
Ritu Chopra 

“Paraeducator Perspectives: Factors that Help or 
Hinder Their Effectiveness” 

 Session 19: Pavilion I Room 
Terri Emberling and Susan Kay 

“A Generation in Crisis: What Everyone Who 
Works With Children Needs to Know About 

Kids’ Brains in Today’s World” 
(Continuation from Session 9) 

Session 20: Enchantment A Room 
Sungti Hsu and Betty Ashbaker 

“Supervision: Under the Microscope of Micro-
management or Supported Mentoring” 

 
 



 

 Session 21: Pavilion V Room 
Ashleigh Molloy 

“Paraprofessional’s Path to Bridging the Gaps 
in the Inclusive Classroom” 

Session 22: Pavilion IV Room  
Judy Skyllingstad 

“The Challenging Child: Changes, Choices, and 
Second Chances” 

 Session 23:  Pavilion II & III 
Barbara Laird 

“Behavior IS Communication” 

Session 24: Enchantment B 
Cynthia Hutten-Eagle 

ÒParaeducator to Teacher:  A Journey Worth TakingÓ 
 Session 25:  Enchantment F Room 

Roxanne Dove 
 

Session 26: Pavilion VI Room 
Barbara Jo Stahl 

“Showing and Sharing Your Talents, Para efolio” 
 

5:00 – 6:30 
p.m. 

Reception Pavilion Court 

 
Friday, May 4th, 2007 

7:00 a.m. – 3:30 
p.m. 

Registration – Pavilion Landing 

7:00-8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast – Pavilion Court 
 

7:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. 

Exhibits – Pavilion Court 

 
8:30 – 8:45 a.m. 
8:45-9:45 a.m. 

Pavilion IV - VI 
Introductions and Welcome: 

Keynote: Karen Kaiser  Clark Ð ÒLife is ChangeGrowth is OptionalÓ 

 
9:45-10:30 a.m. Break 
10:30 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.  

Session 27: Pavilion IV Room 
Susan Simon 

“The Student Can’t Do the Assignment: 
Should I Make Changes? How Should I Do 

It?” 

Session 28: Pavilion I Room 
Steve Brandick 

“From Career Ladder to Teacher Pipeline: 12 
Years Later of Success” 

 
 

Session 29: Enchantment A Room 
Deborah Cotton 

“Is There Anyone That Looks Like Me!: 
Preserving Minority Role Models in Today’s 

Classroom” 

Session 30: Pavilion II & III Room 
Christine Valenciana, Evelyn Weisman, 

Francisco Balderrama, Laura Ortiz, Joyce Foster, 
Antonia Alvarado and Susana Flores 

“Reflections on Women Paraeducators and Their 
Journey to Teacher Certification” 



 

 Session 31: Enchantment B Room 
Barbara Laird 

“The Recipe for Success From Our Cookbook 
of Inclusion” 

(Continuation  Session 43) 

Session 32: Enchantment C & D Room 
Bonnie Lotzer 

“Nobody Told Me About This!” 
 

 
 Session 33: Enchantment E Room 

Regina M. Moreno 
“Beyond the Basics: Paraprofessionals 

Working With Students With Low-incidence  
Disabilities” 

Session 34: Enchantment F Room 
Arlene Barresi and Kathy Muth 

“Paraeducator and Teacher Trainers/Mentors: A 
New Approach to Staff Development” 

 
 Session 35: Pavilion V Room 

Ann Nevin, Deidre Marshall, Jorine Voigt 
and Ida Malian 

“A Peek Into Role Changes and Demands: 
What Do Paraeducators DO in Inclusive 

Classrooms?” 

Session 36: Pavilion VI Room 
Nancy French, Tracey J. Meyerhoeffer,  

Diane Rymer and John Faust 
“Maintaining the Training Vision: Decisions, 

Decisions, Decisions” 
 

 
12:00-1:30 p.m. 

 
Lunch (On Your Own) 

 
 
 

Friday 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Session 37: Pavilion VI Room 
John Blaydes 

“Survival Skills for Paraeducators: Tools for 
Keeping a Balance in Your Life 

 

Session 38: Enchantment F Room 
Bob Braun and Dan Stores 

“The Top Ten Things Everyone Should Know 
About Transition” 

 
 Session 39: Enchantment C & D Room 

Kathy Chavez and Eloisa Corona 
“Work Shouldn’t Hurt: The Strain and 

Sprain of Special Education Work” 

Session 40: Pavilion V Room 
Kjell Fenn and Iris White 

“Connecticut’s Statewide Study Groups as a 
Professional Development Model for 

Paraprofessionals” 
 

 Session 41: Pavilion IV Room 
Mary Fisher, Sarah Craycroft and  

Wanda Hubbard 
“Conversations About Practice: Connecting 

Our Practice to Child Outcomes” 

Session 42: Enchantment A Room 
Victoria Rodriguez 

“Becoming Teachers: A Dream That Came True for 
a Latino Paraprofessional” 

. Session 43: Enchantment B Room 
Barbara Laird 

“Recipe for Success From Our Cookbook of 
Inclusion” 

Session 44: Pavilion II & III Room 
Harlan Leopold 

“Tracking Student Behaviors’ So That 
Administrators and Staff Can Identify Strategies 



 

(Continuation from Session 29) to Help All Students Be Successful” 
 Session 45: Enchantment E Room 

Thalia Moshoyannis 
“The Holland Self-Directed Search: An 

Interest Inventory” 
(Repeat from Session 13) 

Session 46: Pavilion I Room 
Tish Olshefski 

“What Paraprofessionals Need to Know About the 
IDEA Regulations and NCLB Reauthorization” 

 
Evening 
4:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

 
Special Event: The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center with Dinner and Entertainment 

 
 
 Saturday, May 5th, 2007 

7:30-8:45 a.m. 
 

Registration – Pavilion Landing 
 

Continental Breakfast – Pavilion Court 

 
8:45-9:15 a.m. 
9:15-10:20 a.m. 

Pavilion IV - VI 
Introductions and Welcome 

Keynote Speaker: Teri Wallace, Ph.D. – “Working Together for One Student at a Time” 
 

 
10:20-10:45 a.m. 
 

 
Break 

10:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. 

Session 47: Pavilion I Room 
Nancy S. Campbell 

“Instructional Strategies = Student Success” 

Session 48: Enchantment A Room 
James Olson 

“Trust: The One Thing That Changes Everything” 
 

 
 

Session 49: Pavilion II & III Room 
Kjell Fenn 

“All Kids are Motivated   Just Wait for the 
Bell!” 

 
 

Session 50: Enchantment B Room 
Kit Giddings 

“Classroom Assessment Made Easy: How to 
Identify, Record, and Monitor Student Progress 

and Still Teach” 

 
 

Session 51: Pavilion VI Room 
Carolyn Jones Smith 

“The Busy Paraeducator’s Ultimate Guide to 
Ongoing Professionalism” 

Session 52: Enchantment C & D Room  
Tamara Sniad and Jennifer Arnold 

“Homework in Action” 
 

 Session 53: Enchantment E Room 
Carol Long and Suzanne Koprowski 

“A Field Guide for Paraeducators in Clinical 
Experiences: The First Year On the Job and 

Session 54: Enchantment F Room 
Deb Andrews 

“The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of Adolescence:  
Strategies for Addressing Teenage Behavior” 



 

Transfer Situations” 
 Session 55: Pavilion IV Room 

Wanda Newman 
“Portfolio: The Road to a Post-Secondary 

Education” 

Session 56: Pavilion VI Room 
Cindy Myers 

“Paraprofessional Essentials:  Understanding 
your Student’s with Autism” 

 


